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PRESENTATION OF U.S. NAVY FLAG TO HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES 


Housr oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVIC ES, 
Washington, D.C., Wednesday, January 27, 1960. 

The committee met at 10:16 a.m., Hon. Carl Vinson, chairman of 
the committee, presiding. 

The CHairnMan. Let the committee come to order. 

Members of the committee, we have the Navy Department with us 
this morning. Before we begin our scheduled briefing en our defense 
program, I wish to recognize the new Secretary of the Navy, Secretary 
Franke, for an important matter. 

Secretary Franke. Mr. Chairman, and members of the committee, 
on April 24, 1959, the President signed an Executive order which gave 
the Navy its first official flag in its 184-year history. 

Prior to that time, the U.S. Navy Infantry flag was the only one used 
during ceremonial, parade, and display occasions. This new flag 
is truly representative of the Navy and it is an honor and a privilege 
for me to present it to this committee. 

When we see a flag such as this, we see not only the flag and its 
distinctive insignia, but we also see and are reminded of the organiza- 
tion which it represents—the U.S. Navy. 

I see in this flag almost two centuries of sacrifice made by Navy 
men and women in defense of this great Nation of ours. 

I am reminded of a sincere dedication ef spirit and effort of these 
men and women, not only for our own freedom but for the freedom 
of the entire world. 

This flag also reminds me of naval units deployed to the far corners 
of the earth at this very moment. The personnel of these farflung 
units are going about the world taking care of the day-to-day tasks of 
our country in defense and in the serious business of being good will 
ambassadors. 

I think it is fitting therefore that this flag be placed in this committee 
room beside our national ensign and the flags of our sister services. 
It is a fitting place for our Navy’s flag because this committee, in this 
room, are symbolic of man’s desire for freedom and justice. 

It is fitting because this committee since its very beginning has 
had such an important responsibility in reviewing and passing upon 
the defense programs of our country. 

I ask you to accept this flag as a token of the U.S. Navy’s solemn 
pledge to continue to expend | a maximum effort in concert with our 
sister services and our allies in the defense of our country and the free 
world. 
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The Cuarrman. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 

I am delighted to welcome you here this morning and to have the 
privilege of receiving, on hehalf of the House Armed Services Com- 
mittee, this beautiful new flag which represents our Navy. 

Through all its years of devoted service in defense of America, our 
gallant Navy has had no particular flag to call its own. Today we 
have such a flag. It bears the seal of the Department of the Navy 
on a field of Navy blue. ; 

As beautiful as it is, it can’t add to the glory of our Navy which has 
never, in all the years of our history, failed our beloved country nor 
has veered in its uncompromising loyalty. This flag can only serve to 
remind us—as it hangs in its place of honor in this room—of those 
traditions and qualities of devotion which have made our Navy great 
and which have helped make our country the greatest Nation on earth. 

I hope that it will inspire us to even greater devotion in our own 
efforts to insure that our country will continue safe and strong. 

It is, therefore, Mr. Secretary, with great pleasure, and humility 
that I accept these colors on behalf of all the members of the House 
Committee on the Armed Services. And I can say with confidence 
that all of my committee colleagues join with me in thanking you. 

Secretary Franke. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHarkMAN. Now, members of the committee, all of you come 
around here, please, so we will all be together when we have this flag 
presented. 

Now, let the photographer come in here and make the picture. 
Because this is a historic event. 

Now, make a picture of it. 

(Photographed. ) 

The CuarrMaAn. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 

Secretary Franke. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

(Whereupon, the committee proceeded into executive session.) 
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